
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 92-066

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION,
MARCONI CONFERENCE CENTER,
MARIN COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, (hereinafter
Board) finds that:

1. The California Department of Parks and Recreation (the discharger) submitted a Report
of Waste Discharge dated January 28, 1985 for the discharge of domestic wastewater
from the Marconi Conference Center. Waste Discharge Requirements were issued on
April 30, 1985.

2. The discharger operates wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal facilities at the
Marconi Conference Center. The conference center is located on the east side of
highway one, near the town of Marshall, in western Marin County. The treatment
plant is located less than 1000 feet upslope from Tomales Bay, waters of the State. The
Marconi Conference Center consists of thirteen buildings with facilities for guest
lodging, meetings, dining and on-site staff. These facilities can accommodate 97
overnight guests and 125 day users. The daily sewage flows oscillate greatly due to the
variable attendance rate at the conference center. Flows may be as low as several
hundred gallons per day (gpd), but typically range from 4000- 8000 gpd.

3. A proposed general plan will expand the facilities to serve 200 overnight guests, 100
day users, 12 on-site staff and 40 day staff. The expansion or replacement of the
existing sewerage facilities will be necessary to treat the wastewater generated from
this expanded facility. This permit does not approve a capacity increase or use of the
existing treatment plant for the proposed facilities.

4. Wastewater facilities consist of a collection system (with one lift station), a treatment
plant, storage tank, and a leachfield. The major treatment units include, a cornminutor,
an extended aeration package plant, a sand filter and chlorination unit. The extended
aeration unit was installed in the early 1970s and has a rated capacity of 25,000 gpd.
The plant was refurbished in '1984. Currently operating at flows significantly below its
rated capacity, the treatment plant functions satisfactorily. However, a study conducted
by the discharger evaluating the performance of the plant has indicated that significant
improvements to the facility are necessary to improve reliability and for any increases
in flow that might be generated by new facilities.
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